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TEXT:  Ephesians 2:8-9 
THEME:  AMAZING GRACE

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”  
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

Dear family and friends of our dear, departed sister in Christ, Margaret Schoof:

“Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,  Was blind but now I see.”

People often request that this song be sung at their funeral or memorial 
service. When I asked Margaret’s family if they had any hymns they wanted 
sung at this funeral service, Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound, was the 
first one they mentioned.  They said it was one of Margaret’s favorites.  That’s 
understandable.  This song means something to Christians and is precious to 
their hearts. To many Christians it describes what being a Christian is all 
about.

Christianity is all about “grace.” It’s all about God’s “Amazing Grace.” But 
what is grace and what does grace really mean?  

Grace is God’s freely given, undeserved, unmerited favor and love toward us 
fallen and sinful human beings.  It is the expression of God’s forgiving, 
redeeming, restoring love toward the unworthy, toward Margaret, toward you 
and toward me.

Grace is God taking the initiative to meet our need whatever that may be.  
Grace is love stooping down.

I. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE BEGINS WITH GOD’S GRACE.  Hear the words of 
our text once more:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, 
so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Margaret was born May 22, 
1915, and was baptized 8 days later at our sister church, Bethel Lutheran 
Church.  The Holy Spirit worked the miracle of saving faith in her heart at that 
time and kept her strong in that saving faith for almost 96 years on this earth.  
Margaret was a strong Christian woman, wife, mother, and friend throughout 
her life.  She raised her sons to know Jesus as their one and only Savior from 
sin.  She served faithfully at church in various ways.  She was a good friend to 
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anyone in need.  For years she was a loving caregiver for Mrs. McMorris.  But 
none of those good works are what saved Margaret from her sins and gave 
her eternal life in heaven.  It was God’s grace that saved Margaret, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, a faith worked in her eight-day-old heart through Baptism 
and cherished there until it beat its last this past Monday evening.  Her saving 
faith was the gift of God, not something Margaret worked for or earned.

II. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS LIVED BY GOD’S GRACE.  As one of Margaret’s 
pastors, I echo the inspired words of St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 1 about her: “I 
always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ 
Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your 
speaking and in all your knowledge—because our 
testimony about Christ was confirmed in you” (1 Corinthians 1:4-6).  
Margaret was already 87 years old when I first came to know her.  But she 
faithfully drove herself to church for worship each Sunday.  Then, the last few 
years, we had to visit her in her home once a month, bringing her God’s Word 
and Holy Communion.  She loved those visits from her pastors and elder Al 
Ferrio.  She always expressed her disappointment in not being able to attend 
worship at church anymore, but the ringing in her ears made being in crowds 
difficult and the other ravages of age kept her at home.  But she was always 
thankful for the blessings God had given her throughout her life, including 
being able to stay in her own home, living by herself at age 95.  She enjoyed 
sharing with me some of the produce of her yard; each fall she gave me a big 
bag of walnuts.  Margaret publicly confessed her saving faith at age 13 
through the rite of confirmation, and she lived that faith all her days.  She was 
at peace with going home to heaven, when just four days before her home-
going, she received Holy Communion, the very body and blood of our Savior 
Jesus, given and poured out for the forgiveness of her sins and our sins, for 
the strengthening of her faith and our faith, and for the assurance of eternal 
life in heaven, which she is now enjoying in full.  And that brings us to a third 
point:

III. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS CLIMAXED BY GOD’S GRACE. Hear these 
inspired words of encouragement from St. Paul to the Thessalonians and to 
us:  “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 
us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 
encourage and strengthen you in every good deed and word” (2 
Thessalonians 2:16-17).  Did you hear about God’s grace once again?  By 
God’s grace, Margaret had eternal encouragement and good hope throughout 
her earthly life.  By God’s grace, we have eternal encouragement and good 
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hope now that Margaret has left this world of sorrow and tears for the eternal 
joy and peace of heaven.  Yes, we shall miss having her here with us, but we 
are comforted to know that she is with our Savior, free of sin and disease and 
any infirmity for all eternity.  We also are encouraged by her life of faith, to 
follow her example in her faithfulness to God and his Word and Sacrament, so 
that we too may enjoy such a blessed and peaceful end to our earthly lives.

There is a little known fact about the hymn Amazing Grace. When it was 
penned by former slave trader turned Christian preacher, John Newton, over 
200 years ago, was not titled Amazing Grace. Its original title was Faith’s 
Review and Expectation.  It was an accurate and descriptive title, but not 
nearly as memorable as Amazing Grace. It also had six verses, but we have 
only four in our hymnal.  I would like to close today by reading all six verses.  
Listen to the confidence, the faith, that John Newton had in God’s grace, the 
grace that saved Margaret, the grace that also has saved you and me:

Verse 1
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.

Verse 2
The Lord has promised good to me;  His Word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be  As long as life endures.  

Verse 3
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;

‘Tis grace that brought me safe this far, And grace will lead me home.

Verse 4
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,  Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  Than when we’d first begun.

Verse 5
Yes when this flesh and heart shall fail, And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess, within the veil, A life of joy and peace.

Verse 6
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, The sun forbear to shine,
But God who called me here below, Will be forever mine.  Amen.


